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In spite of his treaty with Abu Hussein and the latter's
real efforts to keep it, Aurangzib had no sooner conquered
Bijapur than he determined to conquer Golconda. He
called a council of war, ostensibly to consider in which
direction the imperial armies should move. Shah Alam,
who had signed the treaty with Abu Hussein, proposed the
reduction of Sambhaji. Kam Baksh, however, Aurangzib's
youngest son, acting on his father's instructions proposed
the immediate conquest of Golconda. Shah Alam protested
that such a course would be a stain on his own honour,
and added that the loss of a son's honour involved the loss
of his father's. But the word 'honour' had no meaning for
Aurangzib, The protest, delivered in a spirited tone,
roused the emperor's anger. He publicly reprimanded the
prince and threatened him with lifelong imprisonment.
Shah Alam wisely kept his temper, but his son Muazuddin
drew his sword* and was with difficulty restrained by
Shah Alam from killing his grandfather, "Let us not,"
said Shah Alam, "set a pernicious example Lo posterity/'
The emperor, with a magnanimous air, affeotod to overlook
the young prince's conduct, but his acts presently showoil
that, as was his wont, he had nursed and brooded over the
insult. To those present in the Council he declared that
his work in the Deccan was over, that his treaty with
Golconda forbade its conquest and that he would at once
return to Delhi. To give colour to this story, ho sent offers
of peace to Sambhaji, who gladly consented to a truaty
that would leave him free to enjoy strong drink and tho
society of pretty women.

But tho emperor's intention was still to reduce Abu
Hussein to the same state as Sikandar Shah, and ho
concealed it merely to surprise the king. He bogan to
march northwards as if to Delhi; on his way, so he wroto
to Abu Hussein, lie wished to do homage to the tomb of
Sayad Mahomed Gisu, a famous saint of Gulbarga, and
asked leave to visit it Abu Hussein bogged the emperor
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